Recognize Valuable Antiquities from Old Reproductions!
The U.S. market of French Antiques is inundated with “Antiques” that are not that old and not of the

period they represent. Many unscrupulous sellers buy pieces by the pound at French flea markets and
then the furniture is modified and refinished with fresh lacquer and sold with misleading descriptions.

The age of a piece does not make up its value. Many style pieces have been created between the end of
the 19" century and the middle of 20" century in the area of Paris named the Sentier. Such furniture,
even if old, beautiful and shiny, has no value to connoisseurs. Style pieces are made using modern
industrial techniques and do not respect the original craftsmanship. On the flip side, style pieces may be
worth as much as period pieces in some instances. For example, a 1830s Empire style chest may be as
valuable as a period piece; Emperor Napoleon the First remained on the throne only for 11 years (1804-
1815) and the style he imposed was so innovative that is survived him.

First and foremost, the joy the owner gets out of owing their antique is what makes up an antique’s
value. Secondly, the work of art of the particular period and the quality of the craftsmanship used to
create the piece also add to the antique’s value. Just think of Louis the XIV’s hall of mirrors at Versailles
Castle. The beauty of this amazing corridor is made even more astonishing by the work required to create
such jewels in the 17" century.

At Antiques with Distinction, we strive to give you some pointers to recognize fine, quality antiques from
less valuable or altered pieces. We commit to offering only fine, quality fine antiques, period and style.
Some art experts from distinguished museums have been fooled, but we describe our pieces fairly and
provide you with an invoice with the same detailed description piece was acquired by us.

To see Antiques with Distinction’s portfolio, please go to antigueswithdistinction.com/portfolio.

Definition of the Month: Tritrac

Trictrac game tables appeared during the reign of Louis XVI
(1760-1789). Trictracs are tables that feature a Jacquet game
board inside an ancestor of the backgammon game. Players
move checkers on a board and score points for various plays
and positions. The winner of the match (partie) is the first to
win twelve games (trous) of twelve points each. Trictrac is not
fundamentally a racing game.

Jacquet was especially popular at the King’s court and chess or
card games entertained the nobles. Trictrac tables were
covered by a reversible top with a felt top for card games on
one surface and a chess board on the other.

Antiques with Distinction features a beautiful 18" century Trictrac (Stock # 121). This table in walnut
veneer is supported by four fluted legs ending with brass boots.

To know more about this item, go to antiqueswithdistinction.com/porfolio/stock_121/stock_121.htm or
e-mail us at info@antiqueswithdistinction.com.




From Art Nouveau ...

...to Art Deco.

Art Deco vs. Art Nouveau — Don’t be confused!
The 20" century was very prolific for French cabinet makers, glass designers and metal workers and
often, on this side of the Atlantic, art enthusiasts get confused differentiating between Art Deco and
lesser known, Art Nouveau.

Art Nouveau first appeared at the turn of the 20" century with artists such as Emile Gallé, Louis Majorel,
and the very active Loraine school. These artists introduced a modern style and incorporated more
colors and complicated ornaments in their creations. These artists developed Cameo or “Patte de Verre”
glass work creations. They revolutionized the marquetry design, created furniture using brighter, fresher
wood, such as apple and pear tree and designed more complex art ornaments. The most well-known and
innovative art nouveau creations were those involving metal works, such as the famous “Metropolitan”
subway gate created by Hector Guimard for the first Paris subway line in 1902.

After the end of the first world war, France entered in “Les Annees Folles” (The crazy years). A new
creative spirit erupted in France and culminated at the 1925 “Exposition des Arts Decoratifs et Industriels
Modernes,” otherwise known as the Art Deco exhibit. This was the official launch of this popular style
that lasted until the second world war and the rise of Hitler. Artists such a Jules Leleu synthesized past
styles in new modern furniture using exotic lumbers and lacquered wood and incorporated abstract
design and streamlined, straighter lines.

Antiques with Distinction’s portfolio include both Art Deco and Art Nouveau pieces. Please browse our
pieces at antiqueswithdistinction.com/portfolio and click on any item picture for more details.

Napoleon makes a show at the Art Decoratif Museum in Paris

A new vigor permeated the decorative arts during Napoleon’s reign.
Furniture and objects were embellished with simple, forceful imagery

' y drawn from classical mythology, whose role far surpassed the merely
decorative. By focusing specifically on the meaning of ornaments during
the Empire, the Musée des Arts Décoratifs, Paris is challenging our
traditional idea of Napoleonic symbols, often reduced in the collective
imagination to emblems of political power. The exhibition invites us to
take a fresh look at imagery which, from the eagle, butterfly, laurel leaf,
floral crown and bee to the beautiful young man, sphinx, swan, apollo
and psyche, reveal that other facet of power: seduction.

Antiques with Distinction now on Decorati.com

Decorati.com, a high-end market place for interior designers, has selected Antiques with Distinction as
one of the few dealers it features.

You will now be able to browse and search our portfolio among the portfolio of other suppliers of the
trade on Decorati.com. You may continue to visit antiqueswithdistinction.com for a comprehensive view
of our pieces and services.









